
Using Photoshop to Add
 Colors, Gradients, Patterns

& Layer Masks



ADD COLOR TO A LAYER

Select the layer you want  
to edit.



ADD COLOR TO A LAYER

Click the LAYER STYLE
button. It says ‘fx’ on the
bottom of the layers
menu.
Choose the option that
says ‘Color Overlay’.



ADD COLOR TO A LAYER

In the Layer Style Window, Change the ‘Blend Mode’ to ‘Multiply’.
Multiply will help the color blend with the layer.
Click the COLOR  BOX to change the color. 
Avoid using pure black, because it may not show up.
Press OK when you are done.



ADD A GRADIENT TO A LAYER

Click the LAYER STYLE
button. It says ‘fx’ on the
bottom of the layers
menu.
Choose the option that
says ‘Gradient Overlay’.



ADD A GRADIENT TO A LAYER

In the Layer Style Window, Change the ‘Blend Mode’ to ‘Multiply’.
Multiply will help the color blend with the layer.

Click the GRADIENT COLOR  BAR to change the Gradient. 
Press OK when you are done.



ADD A PATTERN TO A LAYER

Any image could be used as a PATTERN.
PATTERNS can be applied to any layer in
a similar way to colors and gradients.

Save a image file from google.

Go to FILE > OPEN and open the file.
It will open in its own independent
window tab.



ADD A PATTERN TO A LAYER

To save an image as a PATTERN to use in
another layer, do the following:

Go to EDIT> DEFINE PATTERN



ADD A PATTERN TO A LAYER

To use the PATTTERN.
Click the LAYER STYLE
button. It says ‘fx’ on the
bottom of the layers
menu.
Choose the option that
says ‘Pattern Overlay’.



ADD A PATTERN TO A LAYER

In the Layer Style Window, Change the ‘Blend Mode’ to ‘Multiply’.
Multiply will help the color blend with the layer.

Click the PATTERN button and look in the options. You should see the
image you saved in the PATTERN OPTIONS. Choose it. Press OK.



ADD A CLIPPING MASK TO A LAYER

A CLIPPING MASK will allow you to add
an independent layer above the layer
you want to change.
The CLIPPING MASK can be moved and
resized easier than a PATTERN.

Go to FILE > OPEN & PLACE to place the
image that will be a Clipping Mask above
your layer.



ADD A CLIPPING MASK TO A LAYER

The Image you want to use as a CLIPPING MASK should be placed above
the layer you want to change. Make sure the Image covers the part of the
layer you want to change.



ADD A CLIPPING MASK TO A LAYER

Right-click the name of your new layer and choose CLIPPING MASK.



ADD A CLIPPING MASK TO A LAYER

The CLIPPING MASK layer will have an arrow pointing down to the layer it
is ‘clipped’ to. This means that the top layer (in this case Camo) will appear
inside of the layer below (in this case the Swoosh).



USING SMART OBJECT LAYERS

A SMART OBJECT is a layer that has other layers built into it. It appears as
one layer, but when you double click-it you can see all the parts inside.

Look for layers with a small rectangular icon in the bottom right .



USING SMART OBJECT LAYERS

Double-Click the Smart Object and it will open in its own window. You can
add new images here by going to FILE > OPEN & PLACE. 



USING SMART OBJECT LAYERS

The new image should be placed above the previous image. This new
image will replace the previous appearance of the Smart Object.
To save these changes go to FILE> Save(Smart Object)



USING SMART OBJECT LAYERS

After you edit & save the Smart Object , go back to to original file. You will
see that the Smart Object layer has changed and that the changes have
been applied to your model!



USING LAYER MASKS

You can ‘cut’ out parts of other images and add them to your layer. 
In this case, we will add the TIRE to the sole of the shoe. 
Go to FILE > OPEN& PLACE and add the new image above your layers.



USING LAYER MASKS

Click on the image and Right-Click and choose RASTERIZE.
This will allow you to use the ERASER or MAGIC ERASER to erase parts of
the image you don’t need.



USING LAYER MASKS

Select this layer, now Click on the LAYER MASK button at the bottom of the
layers. 
While the LAYER MASK is selected, you can use a BRUSH to show and hide
parts of the image.



USING LAYER MASKS

If you paint with BLACK inside the LAYER MASK it will hide parts of the image.
If you paint with WHITE it will show parts of the image.
You can use this to carefully hide/show parts of the image.


